
Spool Talk 

 
December 2024 

Meetings are normally held on the third Wednesday of the month September 
through June at Brighton Community Centre, Brighton, Ontario. 

The doors open at 12:30 p.m. and the meeting begins at 1:00 p.m. 
 

Mailing Address: 

Trent Valley Quilters’ Guild 

Attention: Joan Cohrs 

14656 County Rd 21 

Brighton, ON K0K 1HO 
 

Be sure to keep an eye on our social media accounts as well: 

www.trentvalleyquiltersguild.com 

www.facebook.com/trentvalleyquiltersguild 

 

Articles may be submitted to the newsletter by contacting Sue Davies.  
The articles should relate to our guild and/or quilting. Photos should be in .jpg format. 

http://www.trentvalleyquiltersguild.com/
http://www.facebook.com/trentvalleyquiltersguild
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President’s Message                                                                             Sarah Roberts 

Christmas Wishes from the President. Yesterday I finally pulled my still-blooming petunias from the 

pots on my porch.  November 29.  Sheesh!  We certainly cannot complain about the autumn 

weather we've had! But, the forecast says that is going to change, and I reluctantly agree.  After all, 

we need that snow for Santa to get here with all his goodies!  Tuesday we head to Friendly 

Manitoba, where today it is minus 40 degrees C with the windchill.  I have seen social media posts 

that at least one float is being pulled from the Santa Claus parade there today for the safety of 

horses and young people.  I have to admit, I don't miss those temperatures very much. 

With younger grandchildren, this is always a fun time.  Their excitement is contagious!  The excited 

talk of what they want for Christmas, and the multiple wobbly circles drawn in the advertising flyers 

from toy stores gives grandma and grandpa lots of choice (usually reined in by their parents). 

When the first few snowflakes fell a couple days ago, there was much excitement at the home of 

our local grandchildren.  The youngest is slow to get out of bed to go to junior kindergarten, but 

that morning when she heard the word "snow", she was up and shouting about going outside to 

play in the snow.  I hope she was able to scrape a few flakes together. 

I am thankful for that innocent excitement, because it helps a little to forget for a time the not-so-

happy places in this world.  I grieve for families whose celebratory seasons are not going to 

happen.  And I admit, I fear for our world.  Another post I saw on social media today said there is 

an Irish custom that has people leaving their door wide open at midnight on December 31st, to 

usher the old year out, and welcome the new year in.  I hope this coming new year is a major 

improvement on the last for our whole world. 

My sewing room becomes a haven in times when too much device-time rattles me with world 

news.  Whether I am tidying or creating, I concentrate on something I love doing and let my worries 

slide away for a while.  I love making gifts for my family!  Every year I swear I am going to start 

earlier, but what's the fun in that??  Maybe next year...  

My Christmas wish for all my fellow quilters is for all of you to have a happy festive season, filled 

with family, friends and food!  And of course, creating of some sort!  Don't forget to make that 

quilter's wish list to have ready to hand out to anyone who asks what you want for Christmas!  I am 

sure we can all find room for a few more quilting-related things, which we all will put to very good 

use! 

I look forward to seeing many of you at our December 18 Trent Valley Quilters' Guild meeting, 

where we will deal with a little business and have a wonderful social time.  Don't forget to wear 

festive something, and bring a few Christmas-related show and share items and your beverage 

mug! Merry Christmas! 

Vice-President’s Message                                                                   Marie Newman 

Season greetings everyone from your Vice President.  (That sounds odd).  May your New Year be 

filled with health, happiness and sewing. 

Nominations/Past President                                                                  Rita Downhill 

No report. 

Treasurer                                                                                                     Joan Cohrs 

No report 
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Membership                                                                                         Louise Swallow 

The guild currently has 139 members. There is room for new members. 
   

Quilt Show 2026              Debbie Searle, Dianne Zevenbergen & Cathy Herrington 

No report 

Program                                                                     Marie Newman & Lesley Poper 

It is hard to believe the Christmas Season is upon us.  Please join us at the December meeting for 
a social celebration at this years’ last meeting. Lesley and I have some games lined up which 
means friendly competition along with delicious food.  
 
In the new year (2025 wow) the following programs have been planned: 
January 15 - Peter Byrnes “Behind the Seams” via zoom 
February 19 - Bonnie Rankin, CQA judge, how the 2024 CQA Quilts were judged. Via zoom. 
March 19 - Stephan Bland “The Idiot Quilter” presentation and trunk show.  
The January and February programs will be via zoom that will available to watch from your home 
or vacation site.  
 
See you all on December 18th.  Dress up and bring 6 strips of material.  Each piece to be 2.5” 
wide by width of fabric long (42”).  
 

Workshops                                                                                             Debbie Searle 

Since our last newsletter, we ran two successful workshop classes. Our lineup in the new year is 
looking amazing as well.  
Both the Harrelson Bag, and Crumb Quilting were well attended, and participants had a great 
time.  
Classes are filling up for the following: 
January 24 – Fast & Easy Mesh Bag with Ronda Hough. We have 11 registered participants.  
If anyone would like to attend, these are the colours still available to choose from: yellow, fuchsia, 
brown, tan, white, forest green, grey, kelly green, and red. 

February 28 - TBD We will have something in place by the next meeting. 🤞 

March 21 - Quilted Vest with Yvette 
**Note the date change to allow maximum participation for those going to the Pennsylvania Quilt 
Show. Thanks to the venue, the instructor, and the registered participants for being so 
accommodating to allow this to happen. Much appreciated! 
April 25 - Paper Piecing Table Runner with Carolyn Bierworth 
May 23 - Wool Workshop with Judy Gray. 
Also looking for new workshop committee members! Stop by and chat with us at the next meeting. 
 

Comfort Quilts                                                                                   Cathy Herrington 

Holiday greetings from Comfort Quilts                                     We have been a busy group this fall at our 

sewing days in Brighton and Frankford.  Not only have we been able to make a donation of 
quilts to the Belleville Oncology Department, we have also made a donation of quilts to the 
Three Oaks Women’s Shelter and the Belleville Children’s Aid Society.  Each group was 
overwhelmed with our generosity of the beautiful quilts that we made and were so grateful 
to receive them. 
New to the guild and you haven’t been to a Comfort Quilt sewing day? Come on out, we 
would love to have you join in the fun.  
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We meet on the following dates:  
Brighton Community Centre - 1st Wednesday of the month 
Frankford United Church - 3rd Thursday of the month 

 
Cathy presenting a quilt to the Belleville General Hospital Oncology Department 

Website                                                                                              Anne Pennington 

Hello everyone. I hope you are finding time to get some creative things underway to keep you 
happy over the winter. And speaking of winter – we often have cancellations throughout winter 
because of nasty weather. Watch your e-mails, as often the guild sends out e-mails to warn of 
cancellations. If I get the message and am near my computer, I also try to get it up on the calendar 
page on our website. You will note that in November and December that Comfort Quilts in 
Frankford are cancelled.  
  
But it’s not just cancellations that you need to look out for on our website! Workshops are posted in 
the calendar page, and often in our workshops page. Our workshops committee also share 
pictures of the fun workshop days for you on the same page. Keep your eye on it – you might see 
you and your friends having a GREAT time.  Meeting dates and times, and fun UFO days are 

posted on our calendar page as well 😊. So, if you don’t want to sort through your emails for 

information, check out the website to see if the info is there! 
https://www.trentvalleyquiltersguild.com/  
  
Happy holidays to you all – and a very joyous and healthy new year as well!! 
 

https://www.trentvalleyquiltersguild.com/
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Library                                                                                                          Geri Logan 

One-Block Wonder Panel Quilts written by Maxine Rosenthal and Nancy Miller is an inspiring, 
colourful book to encourage those of us who have a stack of panels to try adding hexagons to their 
designs.   
If you enjoyed making stack and whack hexagon quilts, these 'one of a kind ' hexagon blocks 
added to an artful panel will excite your creative juices! 
I'm sure we will see super examples of this technique at show and tell soon. 
Happy Quilting!   
 

UFO/PHD                                                                                                 Midge Trauzzi 

UFO (Unfinished Fabric Object) meet the 2nd Friday of each month except December at the 

Brighton Community Centre (where the Guild meetings are held).  The meeting time is 9:00 - 2:45. 

Brown bag lunch.  Tea and coffee provided.  Fee for the day is $6.00.  You are working on your 

own project --unfinished objects or a project half done or starting something new.  There is show 

and share throughout the day and someone to help when you run into a concern.  It is an 

enjoyable day to get to know members of the guild and also non guild members.  Signing up is 

required.  We have space for 36 quilters.  Any questions please give me a call or send me an 

email. 

Dates will be on the guild calendar and in the newsletter. 
2025 dates are as follows: January 10, February 14, March 14, April 11, May 9, June 13, July 
11, August 8, September 12, October 10, and November 14. 

Christmas Placemats                                                                               Janet Kivisto 

A Plethora of Placemats! On your behalf, 210 Christmas placemats have been delivered to 
Community Care Access Centre or Victorian Order of Nurses offices in Stirling, Trenton and 
Brighton for their clients’ special Christmas dinners. 
The placemats were received with great admiration and enthusiasm by the office staff. They look 
forward to packaging them up to send out to their clients. 
Thank you so much for your kind and generous donations of time and/or fabric to make these 
beauties for folks in our area. 
At the December guild meeting, we will be drawing a name from all of those who have submitted 
placemats. We wonder who will go home with the prize??? 
Wishing you all the best for a great December! 
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Sunshine                                                                                                     Lee Farmes 

No report 
 

Social                                                                                  Kathy Filson & Linda Knott 

Season’s Greetings to all from the Social Committee. We look forward to seeing everyone 
at our December meeting.  
 
All members whose last name starts with A through G and the H’s up to He are asked to 
bring some seasonal finger food for our social hour. Don’t forget to lug your mug. 
 

Retreat 2025                                                                                           Debbie Dupuis 

No report. 
 

Mini Retreat                                                                                              Midge Trauzzi 

Mini Retreat will be May 15 & 16th, 2025.  It is held at the Brighton Community Centre.  On 
Thursday, May 15th retreat is from 9:00 - 7:30 and on Friday May 16th from 9:00 - 2:45. Brown bag 
lunch both days.  Tea and coffee provided.  Fee to be determined.  Similar to UFO but with games, 
a terrific raffle draw, a mini market and a super vendor. Sewing machines are left up overnight and 
the room is secured.  Sign up is required.  We have space for 42 quilters. 
More information will be provided in February regarding signing up. 
 

Guild Archives                                                                                            Sue Davies 

The Hastings Archives hold a collection of the guild’s records. This includes minutes of member 
and executive meetings, Spool Talk and other milestone documents for the guild.  This collection 
does NOT include Member lists. There is a summary listing of the collection online at 
https://discover.cabhc.ca/records-of-the-trent-valley-quilters-guild . 

 There are a few holes in the collection, in particular executive meeting minutes (1996-1998, 2000-
2001 and 2017-2018.) If you find any of these documents, please contact Sue Davies. Thank you! 

A Chat with Past President Hattie VanDyk                                                 Sue Davies 

I had a very enjoyable conversation with Hattie VanDyk recently. Hattie was President of the guild 
from June, 2017 to June, 2019. Hattie’s great sense of humour always made the meetings 
enjoyable. 
Question: You looked like you enjoyed being President, did you? 

Answer: I loved every minute of it! I looked forward to the meeting every time. 

Q: What was the best part of being president? 

A: I enjoyed running the meetings. It was a time of peace and no changes. The role is really a six 

year commitment, I enjoyed the two years of President the most. I just wanted a time of peace for 

everyone with no drama. 

Q: What was the worst aspect? 

A: I think finding nominations to fill the positions. 

Q: You have become an accomplished long arm quilter.  What got you started with a long arm? 

A: Over 30 years ago I was looking for a job to do from home. Gammill had good advertising. My 

husband encouraged me. He helped me write a business plan and we secured a New Venture 

loan. The plan was to work for (interior) designers rather than quilters. My sister and I went to a 

designers’ show in Chicago where Gammill had a display. I bought the machine off the floor. I was 

https://discover.cabhc.ca/records-of-the-trent-valley-quilters-guild
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doing basically a whole cloth quilt for the interior designers (a bedspread to match draperies). I still 

have the same Gammill which is basically a sewing machine as there is no computer or stitch 

regulator. I have loved quilting, sewing and fabric all my life.  

Q: You did a wonderful job quilting the guild’s Sesquicentennial quilt in 2017. Was it stressful 

making such a big contribution to a guild quilt? 

A: There is always some stress. You want to do a good job. Once the canoe design was decided 

upon, it was OK. I ask myself why am I doing this and how can I enhance the quilt. The quilting 

can never overwhelm the quilt. 

Q: What was your favorite quilt to make? 

A: There have been lots. The one on our bed is a favourite (see photo, below). I also did a Triple 

Irish Chain using scraps. I love using up scraps and orphan blocks. 

Q: Which quilting technique have you struggled with the most? 

A: Paper piecing and ruler work on the long arm. 

Q: What is your favourite technique? 

A: I love everything about quilting. My favourite block is the Dresden Plate. I enjoy doing set in 

seams, they are fun. I enjoy applique, hand and wool. I do more machine applique now. 

Q: Any advice for someone is new to quilting?  

A: My husband says tell them to come over for a cup of coffee. I have mentored many quilters over 

the years in my studio and really enjoyed it.  

Find a friend, pick their brain and ask for help. Also join a guild. Joy Forge insisted I join her at a 

guild meeting and I loved it right away. I had the best time. 

Q: Any suggestions or a message to the guild? 

A: The guild is all about relationships. Have grace for each other and enjoy each other. Expect the 

best and trust people. 

 
Hattie’s bed quilt 
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Remembering Harriet Nickerson. This quilt won Viewers’ Choice at the guild’s show in 

2018 and was displayed at Quilt Canada in Ottawa in 2019 
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EXECUTIVE 

President Sarah Robert 

Vice President  Marie Newman 

Treasurer Joan Cohrs 

Secretary Alice Rozon 

Past President  Rita Downhill 

COMMITTEES 

Program Marie Newman & Lesley Poper 

Workshops  Debbie Searle 

Membership Louise Swallow 

Website Anne Pennington 

Newsletter Sue Davies 

Retreat 2024 Debbie Dupuis 

Social Kathy Filson & Linda Knott 

Library Geri Logan 

Comfort Quilts Cathy Herrington 

Christmas Placemats  Janet Kivisto 

U.F.O. Midge Trauzzi 

Sunshine Lee Farmes 

Email Co-ordinator Danielle Gagnon 

Archives Sue Davies 

 
 
 
 

The businesses listed below support our guild. 
Please let them know that you saw their business card here in your newsletter when 

you visit or call them.   
They are the backbone of our quilting; their knowledge and services are 

indispensable, so it is vital that we support them.   
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